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This year has seen the Safe Standing movement increase its media profile significantly as concerns over 
atmosphere have come up on the agenda of clubs up and down the country. While we know that for 
many matches the atmosphere at Stamford Bridge is electric, it is also true that at certain games the 
ground can become flat, TV dictated kick off times have a large part to play in this.  However, the club are 
actively looking for ways to improve the atmosphere at Stamford Bridge.  The trust believes that of all the 
options available, the most significant would be the introduction of Safe Standing areas within the 
ground.  

In recent weeks atmosphere issues have been noted as a problem by our own manager, as well as at 
several other clubs. Manchester United have agreed to look into the feasibility of having safe standing 
area’s within the club and a Survey done by the Mail on Sunday shows that 19 out of 20 Premier League 
Clubs “say they either actively support or would consider safe standing if legislation allowed it, or are 
open minded on the issue.”  

The campaign to introduce Safe Standing is backed by the Football Supporters Federation and headed up 
by Jon Darch, and they are working extremely hard behind the scenes trying to get premier league clubs 
to support Safe Standing. There is a Safe Standing Road Show that travels round the country to football 
grounds trying to engage directly with Supporters and clubs. Darch believes that there are currently 14 
Premier League Clubs who would have no objection to trialling Safe Standing areas at their grounds 
immediately.  

Chelsea’s position on this has been that while legislation remains in place, the club is not in a position to 
look at safe standing.  However, the legislation is also currently a grey area. The law states that football 
grounds musts offer “seated accommodation only”, it says nothing about whether the person chooses to 
use it or not, it is not illegal to stand at a match, it is a civil contract that ownership of a ticket gives you 
where you agree not to stand persistently in a seated area. The FSF back the use of Rail seats that can be 
used as seats and then folded up into a controlled standing area, with a handrail at the front and back. It 
is the view of the FSF that these rail seats would not only be safer but be in line with the Law.  This means 
that the only thing holding this back is the support of the Premier League and The FA.  

We are pleased that, at the recent Fans Forum, the clubs agreed that the Safe Standing Roadshow could 
be presented to the next Fans Forum in March 2014, to adopt a supportive stance towards this as several 
other Premier League clubs already have done. The CST will continue to liaise with the club, the FSF, Jon 
Darch and the other Premier League trusts to ensure that the Safe Standing campaign stays in the public 
eye and continues to move forward. We know that from our survey conducted, 90.5% of our membership 
would be in favour of a Safe Standing, a clear mandate.  

*As a current note, recently Bristol City were given council planning permission for a £40m 
redevelopment of Ashton Gate as a Joint Rugby and football stadium, this will include 3,152 rail seats. 
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