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Chair’s Introduction 
 
 

Happy New Year and welcome to the January 2025 update. 
 
December was a busy month for the Chelsea Supporters' Trust. 
  
The CST was delighted to recently receive a grant from the Health Lottery of £5,000 and we were pleased 
to arrange a delivery to Hammersmith and Fulham (LBHF) foodbank just before Christmas to provide 
much needed supplies. The LBHF Foodbank provides emergency food to people in crisis. If anyone would 
like more details about the foodbank or if you would like to volunteer or make a donation go 
to Hammersmith and Fulham Foodbank | Helping Local People in Crisis. 
 
On 13 December, Cliff Auger and Diane Akers on behalf of CST and Chelsea DSA attended the Christmas 
carol service held at Oswald Stoll Mansions next to Stamford Bridge hosted by the Oswald Stoll 
Foundation. The first carol service was held in 1918 and this was the last carol service before the 
residents move out to their new homes in 2025. 
     
On 16 December 2024 Chelsea FC, the Chelsea Foundation and catering partners Levy held a Xmas 
Lunch at Stamford Bridge for local homeless people an event that Levy have been organising now for 7 
years. Over 200 guests were invited from Barons Court Project and Chelsea Methodist Church 
Community Drop in Centre on Kings Road and enjoyed a traditional three-course Christmas meal 
prepared by Levy’s professional chefs. 
 
Mark Meehan, Cliff Auger, Tim Rolls, and Jon Gordon from the Chelsea Supporters Trust along with Levy 
staff and staff from Chelsea Foundation volunteered to wait on tables, and serve the Christmas meal and 
drinks to the homeless guests. Although hard work waiting on tables for two hours it was a very humbling 
but enjoyable experience for everyone at CST that volunteered and brought some Christmas cheer to 
those that needed it most. 
 
The Wrap up Warm campaign has now concluded and it is hard to believe that a conversation between 
the CST and the Chelsea Foundation last summer grew into such an inspiring campaign with over 
£90,000 raised to support Barons Court Project and other homeless charities in London and over 4,000 
items of clothing donated. We are really pleased at the impact the campaign has made and big thanks to 
Laura Cordingly and Billy Nickson at the Chelsea Foundation for their support throughout. 
 
At both ends of the campaign we were able to pay visits to “The Hub” in White City which is a drop in 
centre run by LBHF foodbank and to Barons Court Project along with staff from Chelsea FC and Chelsea 
Foundation to help distribute clothing donated and it was great to see the clothing donated by Chelsea 
supporters being put to good use. 
 
I was also very pleased to be invited along to Barons Court Project just before Xmas when Chelsea 

https://hammersmithfulham.foodbank.org.uk/


 

players came along and donated clothes to the homeless. It was a remarkable evening. Big thanks to 
Tosin Adraobioyo, Levi and Marcus Betinelli for coming along. The campaign was concluded at our Boxing 
Day home game with Fulham and the club kindly invited Barons Court Project CEO Michael Angus and a 
number of homeless services users of BCP to be their guests for the game. 
 
Michael has since sent the following message to me: 
 
“We had an amazing day at Chelsea FC, our guests were treated like royalty, and were thrilled. Thank you 
so much for starting this relationship with the club and foundation which I hope will continue and develop 
in other areas." 
 
A huge thank you to everybody who dropped off clothing and also a thank you to all of our members who 
were unable to get to a game but made a on line donation instead.  We plan to repeat Wrap up Warm 
campaign next season. 
 
Since our November newsletter we have once more spoken to the club about our proposal to them last 
April about holding an open public meeting with supporters. We will continue to lobby them on this 
successful method of public fan engagement that other clubs in the Premier League have held with their 
supporters.  We believe an open meeting at Stamford Bridge before the end of the season would be 
welcomed by Chelsea supporters. 
 
Just before Xmas we have had meetings with the club to discuss ticketing, digital ticketing, touting and 
secondary market selling. We will continue to talk to them on these important subject matters for 
supporters over the coming months. See also the piece in this newsletter in particular on ticket touting 
and secondary ticketing.  
 
Also, since August 2023 when Chelsea FC announced that it was removing the full coach subsidy for 
away domestic travel the CST has regularly made representations to the club on behalf of the groups of 
supporters who have been most impacted by the removal of the coach subsidy. 
 
We regularly say to the club that if they are unable to provide a coach subsidy to all away games, then 
games that are a long distance away, subject to kick off times being changed by TV at short notice or 
games kicking off on days when there are few or no trains back to London then some level of coach 
subsidy should be provided. We will continue to remind them of this. 
 
Finally, one for your diaries. On the evening of Saturday 22 March 2025, the CST will be once more holding 
the annual Big Stamford Bridge Sleep Out at Stamford Bridge. Details of the event will be announced 
shortly and if you have not taken part in previous sleep outs but would like to take part this year make sure 
you keep that date free. More details will be announced shortly. 
 
Thanks once again for all your support for the Chelsea Supporters Trust in 2024 especially for all our 
community and football club initiatives from the annual Sleep Out, LBHF Foodbank donations, Over the 
Line, Chelsea Disabled Supporters Association, Wrap up Warm, various initiatives to promote women’s 
football including Future Ball Hertz and Ladies Legend Charity Match and events by the Chelsea Heritage 
Partnership. 
 
I wish you all a healthy and happy new year and lets all hope for a successful 2025 for Chelsea FC.   
  
Yours faithfully, 
Mark Meehan 
  



 

 
 
 

Ticket Touting & Secondary Market 
 
The CST has provided our membership with an update on work it is doing 
regarding Ticket Touting & Secondary Market Sales. 
 
Details can be found here. 

 

 

Wrap Up Warm Campaign 
 
The Wrap up Warm Campaign has now finished for 2024 and we are 
delighted that 90k has been raised for homeless charities in London, 
including Barons Court project. 4,000 items of clothing were also donated 
as part of the campaign. 
 
On 17 December, Mark Meehan represented the CST and met and spoke 
to Levi Colwill, Marcus Bettinelli, and Tosin Adarabioyo when they visit 
Barons Court project to distribute some of the clothing collected through 
the campaign and see how the clothing donated by Chelsea FC and 
Chelsea supporters will be put to good use. 
More info here. 
 
 

 

 
 

Chelsea FC Christmas Lunch 
 
On 16 December 2024, Chelsea FC, the Chelsea Foundation, and 
catering partners Levy held a Christmas lunch at Stamford Bridge for 
local homeless people. 
 
More info here. 
 

 

 
 

Oswald Stoll Christmas Carol Service 
 
On 13 December, with Cliff Auger representing the Chelsea Supporters’ 
Trust and Diane Akers representing the Chelsea Disabled Supporters’ 
Association, a lovely evening was spent at the last ever Carol Concert at 
the Stoll Foundation building next to Stamford Bridge. 
 
Full details here. 
 
 

https://chelseasupporterstrust.com/18393-ticket-touting-secondary-market/
https://chelseasupporterstrust.com/18355-cfc-players-visit-barons-court-project/
https://chelseasupporterstrust.com/18388-chelsea-fc-christmas-lunch/
https://chelseasupporterstrust.com/18385-oswald-stoll-christmas-carol-service/


 

 
 

 
Big Stamford Bridge Sleep Out 
 
Save the date: Saturday 22 March 2025 

 

 
 

CST Foodbank & Barons Court Project Visit 
 
The CST recently made two significant donations to the Hammersmith & 
Fulham Foodbank and Barons Court Project. 
 
Details can be found here. 
 

 

https://chelseasupporterstrust.com/18362-cst-foodbank-and-barons-court-project-visit/

